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DETAILED ACTION 
This action is in reply to the response filed on October 20, 2008 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 - 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schudy in view of Wong (U.S. 6,916,134). 

In regards to Claim 1 , Schudy discloses a storage device provided with a front 
cover 2 and a back cover 4 (Column 3, Lines 56 - 59; Figure 4, Items 2, 4), pivotally 
connected to each other and/or to a spine 3 such that by pivoting the covers, the 
storage device can be brought from an opened position to a closed position and vice 
versa (Column 3, Lines 56 - 59; Figure 4, Item 3), wherein against one of the covers 
and/or the spine a binder 7, is provided (Column 3, Lines 60 - 63) while adjacent two 
opposite ends a suspension element 19 on operating mechanism 12 is provided which 
is movable between a first condition in which the suspension elements extend within the 
storage device in closed condition and a second condition, in which they extend outside 
the storage device in closed condition such that the storage device can be suspended 
by the suspension elements (Column 4, Lines 3 - 23; Figures 1 and 2, Item 1 2; Column 
4, Lines 63 - 65; Figures 1 & 2, Item 1 9). Schudy further discloses that when the binder 
has at least two rings for retaining sheets (Figure 1, Item 8) and suspension element 19 
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on an operating mechanism 12 is pushed into the storage device the rings are unlocked 
but when pulled out of the storage device they are locked (Column 4, Lines 49 - 68 -> 
Column 5, Lines 1-10) where a tab when pulled out interferes with the opening of the 
rings (Figures 1 - 3, Item 15). 

Schudy does not disclose wherein the suspension elements urge the rings 
between an open and closed condition between movement between the first 
condition/pushed in and second condition/pulled out condition. 

Wong teaches of a sliding mechanism with a mechanism 64 for holding the rings 
down (Column 2, Lines 63 - 67; Figures 4 & 5, Item 64) where when disengaged from 
the rings a dimple portion 54 is used to open them (Column 2, Lines 55 - 60; Figures 4 
& 5, Item 64). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the sliding ring mechanism with a lock and 
unlocking ability of Schudy with actuating elements and ring of Wong in order to provide 
a sliding actuating ring mechanism where hands of a user are protect by not being 
required to engage the rings and accidentally get pinched (Column 1 , Lines 25 - 34; the 
modification would be a mere addition of an additional gap farther up towards the rings 
and an area between the leaves for a locking lip like 15 from Schudy to catch onto one 
of the gaps). 

In regards to Claim 2, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses a wherein the 
which rings are movable between an opened and a closed condition with the aid of an 
operating mechanism 12 (Column 4, Lines 49 - 68 -> Column 5, Lines 1 - 10 - Figure 
1, Item 12 of Schudy; modification with Wong teaches of the opening and closing as 
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discussed in Claim 1 but the cited passage teaches of the locking and unlocking of the 
rings). 

In regards to Claim 3, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
suspension elements form part of the operating mechanism (Figure 1, Items 12, 19 of 
Schudy show 1 9 is a part of the mechanism 1 2). 

In regards to Claim 4, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
suspension elements are pivotable or slideable relative to at least the rings of the ring 
binder, between at least three positions, wherein: in a first position, the suspension 
elements are in the first condition and the rings are in the closed condition (Figure 4 of 
Wong); in a second position, the suspension elements are in the second condition and 
the rings are in the closed condition (Figure 2 of Schudy shows the operating 
mechanism fully extending and the rings are closed as discussed above); and in a third 
position, the suspension elements are in a third condition between the first and second 
condition, with the rings in the opened condition (Figure 5 of Wong) [The modification as 
discussed above would provides that the closed configuration being where the hinging 
is prevented by 64 of Wong, the third position where nothing is latched to the ring 
mechanism and which is taught by Figure 5 of Wong and the second position being 
taught by Schudy where the element is fully extended and locked by the element 15. 
The combination of the two references requires an extra gap area and an opening for 
element 15 to travel]. 

In regards to Claim 5, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
suspension elements in the third position interfere with at least one of the front cover, 
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the back cover and the spine during pivoting of the covers, thereby preventing extend 
the storage device from pivoting to said in closed condition (Figures 1 & 2 - any position 
other than the first position will be outside the storage device - Schudy). 

In regards to Claim 6, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
binder has a longitudinal direction while the suspension elements are slideable in the 
longitudinal direction (Figures 1 & 2 of Schudy; Figures 4 & 5 of Wong). 

In regards to Claim 7, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
binder has a longitudinal direction (Longitudinal axis considered to be running along the 
base of the binding mechanism as seen in Figure 1 of Schudy and Figure 4 of Wong), 
the suspension elements being pivotal about a pivot extending approximately at right 
angles to said longitudinal direction (Column 5, Lines 11 - 22, 35 - 38; teaches of an 
operating mechanism identical to that of 12 except for the suspension element 23 
[therefore interchangeable embodiments without changing structure]; Figure 3, Item 12; 
Figure 6, Item 23; The pivot at 22 which is at a right angle to the longitudinal direction 
where the suspension element 23 rotates upon as discussed in Lines 35 - 38; Figure 6, 
Item 22; Schudy) and including an angle with the cover and/or the spine to which the 
binder has been attached (Figures 4 & 6; Schudy). 

In regards to Claim 8, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
ring binder has a longitudinal direction (Longitudinal axis considered to be running along 
the base of the binding mechanism as seen in Figure 1 of Schudy and Figure 4 of 
Wong), while the suspension elements are pivotal about a pivot which extends 
approximately at right angles to said longitudinal direction (Column 5, Lines 1 1 - 22, 35 
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- 38; teaches of an operating mechanism identical to that of 12 except for the 
suspension element 23 [therefore interchangeable embodiments without changing 
structure]; Figure 3, Item 12; Figure 6, Item 23; The pivot at 22 which is at a right angle 
to the longitudinal direction where the suspension element 23 rotates upon as 
discussed in Lines 35 - 38; Figure 6, Item 22; Schudy), approximately parallel to the 
cover and/or the spine to which the binder has been attached (As discussed above the 
axis is running along the base and therefore would be parallel to the spine to which the 
binder is attached; Furthermore Figure 9 shows the binding elements can be placed on 
the spine; Schudy). 

In regards to Claim 9, Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein one or 
each cover and/or the spine comprise an upright edge (the cover portions of Schudy 
have upright edges when the book is closed) such that in closed condition, the or each 
upright edge, the covers and the spine define a substantially closed inner space of the 
storage device (The inner space is substantially [considered to be substantial since the 
two largest planes are cut off and further limit access through three smaller planes] 
closed except the small openings in the sides and top where the covers will not meet), 
while passage openings are provided for the suspension elements (Openings in the 
side portions not closed off). 

In regards to Claim 1 1 , Schudy modified by Wong further discloses wherein the 
suspension elements are placed and/or formed such that with the suspension elements 
in the second condition, the storage device can be suspended by the suspension 
elements and the covers extend next to each other with the center of gravity straight 
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below a connecting line through the suspension elements (Column 3, Lines 60 - 63; 
Column 4, Lines 49 - 63; binding mechanism is on spine along with the suspension 
elements and therefore center of gravity will be below suspension elements in straight 
line; Schudy). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 10 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of Moy teaches of the enclosed case where the openings for the 
suspension elements can be closed by horizontal translation (Figures 1 & 2, 7 & 8) and 
a pivoting as taught in Figures 1 1 and 12. However, a translation of the suspension 
elements would cause the rings to open and close by the modification. Also a pivoting 
motion has been taught by Schdy with respect to the suspension element 23 but in 
order to access that element appropriately from the opening there must be a translation 
of the operating mechanism. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. In light of the rejection and indicated 
allowable subject matter, the Examiner encourages any remarks by the Applicant. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PRADEEP C. BATTULA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2142. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. & alternating 
Fri. 7:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dana Ross can be reached on 571-272-4480. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/P. C. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3725 
January 29, 2009 

/Dana Ross/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3725 



